FRANCO     FACES    THE    REVOLUTION
"You are the ones who have plunged the nation into this
crisis, and it remains your duty to save it."
"And why not the army?" asked Portela suddenly.
"The army/' replied Franco, "has not even the moral
unity necessary to follow out such a course. Your interven-
tion is necessary, because you have authority over Pozas, and
you are still in control of the unlimited resources of the
State, with all the public authorities at your command, as
well as the aid which I promise you, and which you can
count on definitely/'
Portela was nervous and uneasy. He rose from his chair,
took a few steps, and sat down again. He seemed unnerved,
feverish. He was anxious to end this struggle. He concluded
by saying, "Let me consult my pillow."
General Franco replied, "I know already what it will say
to you; that you should not. Whereas the situation is so
urgent that there is no time for consultations or delays."
Portela repeated, "Let me think it over."
The next day, this reflection delivered the expected re-
sults. The head of the government made it known to General
Franco that the situation was not as grave as he had painted
it, that everything was to be adjusted by a ministry of the
Left, and that there was no reason to fear the catastrophic
future which the general predicted.
Meanwhile Portela was plotting with Martinez Barrio,
the "Grand Orient" of Masonry. The latter was keeping a
close watch on the head of the government, and did not
let him out of his sight for an instant. The two were con-
versing when General Pozas burst Into the room,
"Mr. President," exclaimed the new arrival, his words dis-
torted by emotion, "I have important news for you. I know
with absolute certainty that General Franco and Genera!
Coded are inciting the garrisons to revolt."
Martinez Barrio simulated great astonishment and in-